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The Newsletter of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research

Letter from the President

By Patricia Moy, University of Washington
MAPOR President

This newsletter arrives in your inbox as natural disasters wreak havoc
with Southeast Asia, concerns about swine flu escalate, and violence in the
Middle East continues. As citizens express cautious optimism about the
rebounding of the economy and the U.S remains engaged in the ongoing health-
care debate, one thing is certain — MAPOR’s annual conference is around the
corner, and we welcome it with great optimism!

This issue of the newsletter contains the preliminary program for
November’'s meeting, and you'll be sure to find something of interest. Our theme,
“Exploring the Future of Public Opinion Research,” is reflected in two dozen
panels organized by Conference Chair Dominique Brossard (University of
Wisconsin). These sessions, dealing with public opinion theory and methods,
survey research methodology, and media and politics, arise from an
unprecedented number of submissions received in late June.

Continued on page 2

MAPOR 2009 Conference Program

By Dominique Brossard, University of Wisconsin
MAPOR Conference Chair

The MAPOR program this year promises to fulfill everyone’s
expectations with an exciting line-up of presentations and speakers as well as
distinguished discussants for all presentation sessions. In line with this year's
theme “The Future of Public Opinion Research,” MAPOR presenters will share
cutting edge research in a variety of public opinion fields of enquiry, from new
methods for data collection and analysis, to the role of online environments in
public opinion dynamics. Based on their thematic content, the 110 papers
accepted this year were assigned to 23 presentation sessions and to a poster
session concomitant with the cocktail hour (see detailed program attached). A
few organizational highlights: note that desserts will be served during the
pedagogy hour (with Frederick G. Conrad, University of Michigan as the
speaker), which will take place right after Friday’s traditional MAPOR luncheon.

Last but not least, a reminder to all our members to make their
reservations to the Avenue by October 9th if they want to get the group rate
($199). Please call 312-787-2900 and identify yourself as a member of MAPOR.

In sum, MAPOR will be busy and engaged in Chicago this year, with a
program full of cutting-edge topics! | am thanking MAPOR board members (who
reviewed the abstracts), the paper authors, discussants, and moderators without
whom our conference could not take place.

| am looking forward to seeing you all in Chicago!
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This year’s conference will feature some very special guests. Our annual Pedagogy Hour will
showcase Frederick Conrad of the University of Michigan, who will discuss emergent trends in the study of
public opinion. His talk is based on his own research as well as his collaborative efforts with Michael Schober
of the New School, with whom he recently co-edited Envisioning the Survey Interview of the Future (Wiley,
2007). And Jeffrey Moore of the U.S. Census Bureau will be our luncheon keynote speaker. Jeff will provide
MAPOR attendees with an understanding of the pitfalls, problems, and possibilities related to survey
interviewing among the deceased. He offers some background to his talk:

“Much research has documented recent declines in survey response rates that appear to be
ubiquitous, afflicting all types of surveys regardless of sponsorship, topic, or mode. Little noted in
commentaries on this phenomenon, however, is that most, if not all, of the research has focused on niche
sub-groups consisting of various segments of the living (pre-deceased (PD)) population. The cause of this
excessive focus on PDs at the expense of the deceased is a matter of some speculation, but two hypotheses
predominate: (1) “Squeaky wheel” PD individuals are demonstrably more vocal than their more numerous but
much more taciturn deceased counterparts. (2) Systemic bias: Although the gap may be narrowing, most
positions of influence in government policy and academe are still held by PDs.

We need more balance. Beyond basic issues of equity and fairness, there are eminently practical
reasons for increased attention to survey research among the deceased. First, in marked contrast to PD
trends, response trends among deceased groups show no evidence of decay. As deceased and PD response
rates inexorably converge, valuable insights might be gained from careful study of deceased attitudes and
behavior that may transfer to PD surveys, and assist in combating their response rate declines. Second, as
various sectors of modern post-industrial economies continue to employ increasing proportions of the
deceased (e.g., in customer service and technical support centers, motor vehicle departments, etc.), it
becomes increasingly important that their voices be included in the nation’s political, social, and economic
discourse. Survey research of the deceased is beset with daunting challenges, across the spectrum of survey
activities. We encounter issues related to sampling, field administration, and nonresponse, but I'll focus
primarily on those having to do with questionnaire pretesting.” Peter Miller of Northwestern University will
serve as discussant for the keynote speech.

Use the enclosed registration form to take advantage of low rates if postmarked by 1 November. If
you have not secured accommodations, sleeping rooms booked at the Avenue Hotel will cost conference
attendees $199/night (plus fees and taxes), considerably less than the $269 offered by a number of online
consolidators.

This newsletter also includes our second installment of MAPORtraits, which highlights the research
and activities of Kate Kenski (University of Arizona), Michael Link (The Nielsen Company), Nancy Mathiowetz
(University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee), and Tom W. Smith (NORC). As information about MAPOR continues to
be disseminated electronically, we would like members to send us news about their awards, grants, and
honors. We have learned that MAPOR Fellow Donna Card Charron passed away last year; Cecilie Gaziano
of Research Solutions and other MAPOR Fellows pay tribute to Donna in this newsletter.

As MAPOR'’s year draws to a close, | would like to note changes to two appointed positions on our
Executive Council. Steve Everett of the Everett Group, who has served as MAPOR’s webmaster, will be
turning over the e-reins to Niki Mayo (RTI International), but will continue to spearhead our sponsorship
efforts and, as we will see in November, continue as MAPOR’s unofficial photographer. RTI's Joe Murphy will
finish his term as secretary-treasurer, and will be replaced by Sean Hogan, also of RTI. Steve and Joe have
accomplished Herculean tasks in their respective roles, and on behalf of the Council, | extend my deepest
appreciation.

Finally, for those who love what MAPOR has to offer, don’t forget that AAPOR and WAPOR will meet
jointly next May in Chicago. WAPOR convenes 11-13 May 2010 at the Avenue Hotel, and AAPOR meets 13-
16 May 2010 at the Chicago Marriott. The conference is themed “Opportunity through Diversity” and is
chaired by two MAPOR members -- Trevor Tompson (The Associated Press) for WAPOR, and Michael Link
for AAPOR. Interested parties should submit their abstracts online at www.aapor.org by 5p EST on 30
November 2009.

Best wishes for the autumn, and | look forward to seeing you in November!




