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Introduction

Throughout its 50-year history, the annual MAPOR conference
has been a place where methods and substance meet. Changes in
topical focus, research methods, and academic and professional
affiliations of presenters have occurred over the years in ways that
paint an interesting picture of the organization and of the field of
public opinion research.
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Methods

This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of 50 years of MAPOR
papers and presentations listed in programs. In a replication and extension of
analyses presented as MAPOR turned 30 and then 35 a number of analyses
are executed on nearly 3,500 papers/presentations:

s*Number of papers per year & average number of authors per paper
sSubject matter & topic areas, and trends over the years
*Word clouds based on words & word pair frequency

="Most productive presenters tracked by universities, industry institutions,
research teams, individual scholars
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Coding for Subject Matter of Papers

Coding began using the 2006 scheme employed by Weaver and Tan* as a
basis, with additional categories emerging during pilot work on the post-2005 data.
Each paper/presentation title was allowed up to 3 codes, so percentages may add
to more than 100%.

* Weaver, D., & Tan, Y. (2006, Nov.). MAPOR’s agendas from 1977 to 2005: Subjects, institutions, organizations and people. Paper
presented at the 30t anniversary meeting of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research, Chicago, IL.




Table 1

Papers Presented at MAPOR, 1977-2024
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Figure 1
Papers Presented per Year at MAPOR, 1998-2024
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Figure 2
Authorships per Year at MAPOR, 1998-2024
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Figure 3

Authors per Paper per Year at MAPOR, 1998-2024
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Table 2.1
Subject Matter of Papers Presented at MAPOR, 1977-2024 (Percentages)

Subject Categories 1977- 1981- CE{E 1991- 1996- 2001- Total*
1980* 1985* 1990* 1995* 2000* 2005*

Methodology of Public Opinion Research 15.3 16.8 18.8 27.9 21.2 15.9 19.3

Public Opinion, Elections, Media 15.3 18.9 9.6 8.5 11.7 6.5 11.8

New Media or Technology Issues 4.9 13.6 8.3 12.8 19.3 11.8 11.8
Investigating Media Effects 4.5 6.9 16.6 13.8 10 14.3 11
Public Opinion, Politics, Participation 8.3 7.9 9.6 13.9 14 11.1 10.8
Theoretical Testing 3.5 3 11.4 8.5 10.7 15.7 8.8
Public Opinion Formation 5.6 8.4 9.6 3.8 7.4 12.1 7.8
Public Opinion and Policy Issues 8.5 9.9 8.7 5.2 5 2.4 6.6
Opinion Research in Health Issues 3.2 2.8 7.4 6.2 5.3 3.9 4.8
Professional Journalism or Journalists 3.2 2.6 49 5.1 4.7 2.2 3.8
Others:

Opinion and Education

Newspaper Readership Studies

Media Credibility Studies

Business Issues of News Media

Content Analysis Studies
Analysis of Public Agenda




Table 2.2
Subject Matter of Papers Presented at MAPOR, 1977-2024 (Percentages)

Subject Categories

23.7% 38.4% 41.9% 57.5% 38.4%
160 239 29 156 203
Theoretical Testing 17.5 13.2 6.3 3.1 10.9
Public Opinion, Politics, Participation, Engagement, Ideology 15.6 10.5 7.5 7.5 10.6

15.0 9.1 7.1 4.1 9.4
9.0 10.0 10.1 7.5 9.3
7.0 7.2 11.9 11.6 9.1
10.5 3.1 5.5 3.1 5.8
5.3 5.1 4.7 3.1 4.7
6.2 4.0 5.1 2.5 4.7
5.3 4.5 3.4 1.9 4.0
4.3 4.3 1.2 1.6 3.0
Newspaper Readership Studies, Audience Studies 3.9 1.8 3.4 1.3 2.7
3.9 1.4 2.8 2.8 2.7
1.5 2.9 2.4 1.3 2.1
1.5 1.6 0.8 1.3 1.3
3.4 0.2 0.2 0.0 1.0

Business Issues of News Media 0.4 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.2
Others, e.g.: 5.5 7.1 8.1 8.8 7.2
Qualitative Studies; Mixed-methods Studies; Opinion and Religion;

Opinion and Humor; Opinion and LGBTQ+ Issues; Opinion and Gender —




Table 3.1
Subject Matter of Papers Presented at MAPOR, 1977-2024 (Rankings)

Subject Categories 1977- 1981- 1986- 1991- 1996- 2001- Total*
1980* (1985* [1990* |1995* |2000* |2005*

Methodology of Public Opinion Research 1.5 2 1 1 1 1 1
Public Opinion, Elections, Media 1.5 1 5 5.5 4 7 2.5
New Media or Technology Issues 6 3 8 4 2 5 2.5
Investigating Media Effects 7 7 2 3 6 3 4
Public Opinion, Politics, Participation 4 6 5 2 3 6 5
Theoretical Testing 8 8 3 5.5 5 2 6
Public Opinion Formation 5 5 5 10 7 4 7
Public Opinion and Policy Issues 3 4 7 8 9 9 8
Opinion Research in Health Issues 9.5 9 9 7 8 8 9
Professional Journalism or Journalists 9.5 10 10 9 10 10 10

Others:

Opinion and Education
Newspaper Readership Studies
Media Credibility Studies
Business Issues of News Media
Content Analysis Studies
Analysis of Public Agenda




Table 3.2
Subject Matter of Papers Presented at MAPOR, 1977-2024 (Rankings)

Subject Categories 2006- 2011- 2016- 2021- Total
2010 2015 2020 2024

Methodology of Public Opinion Research 1 1 1 1 1
New Media or Technology Issues 3 2 2 2 2
Theoretical Testing 2 3 7 8 3
Public Opinion, Politics, Participation, Engagement, Ideology 4 4 5 4.5 4
Investigating Media Effects 5 6 6 6 5
Cross-cultural, International Studies 7 5 4 4.5 6
Opinion Research in Health Issues 8 7 3 3 7
Public Opinion, Elections, Media 6 12 8 8 8
Opinion Research on STEM Issues 10.5 8 10 8 9
Content Studies, inc. Content Analyses 9 11 9 11 10
Public Opinion and Policy Issues 10.5 9 11.5 12 11
Analysis of Public Agenda 12 10 15 13 12
Newspaper Readership Studies, Audience Studies 13.5 14 11.5 15 13.5
Media Credibility Studies 13.5 16 13 10 13.5
Professional Journalism or Journalists 16.5 13 14 15 15
Opinion and Education 16.5 15 16 15 16
Public Opinion Formation 15 17 17.5 18 17
Business Issues of News Media 18 18 17.5 17 18

Others, e.g.:
Qualitative Studies; Mixed-methods Studies; Opinion and Religion;
Opinion and Humor; Opinion and LGBTQ+ Issues; Opinion and Gender




Figure 4
Selected Paper Subject Matter Trends over Time 1977-2024 (Percentages)
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Major Events 2001-2005

Sept 11 attack Facebook launches

War in Afghanistan Irag war abuses at Abu Ghraib
Enron scandal George Bush re-elected
Catholic sex abuse scandal Hurricane Katrina

Death of Pope John Paul Il Launch of YouTube

Invasion of Iraq & capture of Saddam Hussein
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Figure 5
Word Cloud for Top 75 Words, MAPOR Paper Titles 2001-2005
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Major Events 2006-2010

Lebanon War Great recession deepens
Saddam Hussein executed Subprime mortgage crisis
Democrats take congress Mumbai terrorist attacks
Barack Obama elected Swine flu pandemic

Twitter launched Deepwater Horizon oil spill
iPhone introduced WikiLeaks released documents
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Figure 6
Word Cloud for Top 75 Words, MAPOR Paper Titles 2006-2010
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Major Events 2011-2015

U.S. ends Irag war & Arab spring Boston marathon bombing

Osama bin Laden killed Edward Snowden leaks

Attack in Benghazi & Rise of ISIS Ebola outbreak

Fukushima nuclear disaster Russian invades Ukraine
Occupy wall street Same sex marriage legalized
Obama wins re-election Refugee crisis in Europe

Sandy hook elem school shooting  Charlie Hebdo attack (sat mag)
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Figure 7
Word Cloud for Top 75 Words, MAPOR Paper Titles 2011-2015
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Major Events 2016-2020

Donald Trump elected COVID 19 pandemic begins

First impeachment of Donald Trump Flint water crisis
Mid-term elections, Demos control House #MeToo movement

Biden defeats Trump Las Vegas mass shooting

George Floyd & Black Lives Matter protests Brexit vote




Figure 8
Word Cloud for Top 75 Words, MAPOR Paper Titles 2016-2020
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Major Events 2021-2024

COVID 19 pandemic continues
Jan 6 U.S. Capitol attack
Biden inaugurated

Fall of Afghanistan

First Trump indictment

Russian invasion of Ukraine
Iran protests

Roe vs. Wade overturned
Israeli-Hamas War

Supply chain disruptions




Figure 9
Word Cloud for Top 75 Words, MAPOR Paper Titles 2021-2024
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Table 4.1
Authorships by Individuals from Educational Institutions at MAPOR, 1977-2024

Educational Institution 77-79* |81-85* [86-90* |91-95* (96-00* |01-05* |06-10 |11-15 |16-20 (21-24
15 32 23 55 270 169 152 80 810

5 3 6 19 21 20 36 90 103 84 387
8 18 9 9o 16 71 113 106 363
0 0 0 0 22 70 93 84 23 292
8 10 11 9 24 45 9% 20 2 1 226
10 15 21 14 12 11 40 27 20 8 178
6 15 24 3 8 12 23 34 15 16 156
0 0 0 0 0 0 13 50 57 32 152
1 1 11 29 20 38 9 32 6 0 147
2 7 25 6 4 10 15 27 24 129
0 0 § 11 12 29 27 13 0 100
5 8 15 13 9 10 10 20 3 2 95
7 3 3 12 16 11 10 5 18 8 93
5 6 4 0 13 31 8 2 7 8
o o 0o 0 0 0 14 4 24 1 79
3 15 12 3 1 6 5 3 25 2 TS




Table 4.2
Authorships by Individuals from Educational Institutions at MAPOR, 1977-2024

Educational Institution 77-79*% | 81-85* | 86-90* (91-95* (96-00*| 01-05* | 06-10 | 11-15 mm
15 16 11 6 10 73

c o o 0o 0 0O 0 0 27 43 70
0 o o o 0 0 3 17 7 7 ¢
o o 0 0 0 0 1 5 25 30 6l
c o o o 0 0 18 13 10 1 4
o o o 0o 0 0 7w 2 oM
24.5. University of lllinois—Urbana/Champ. 3 7 1 6 6 7 1 3 37
0o o o 0o 0 15 4 1 5 2 3
26. University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 16 2 32
c o 0o 0 0 0 5 5 13 5 28
o o 0o 0 0 0 16 5 4 1 2
4 5 4 8 1 2 0 0o 0 25
o 2 7 1 1 1 0 0 4 0 2
0 o 0 0 0 21 1 0 0 0 2
R
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Table 5
Presentations/Authorships by Individuals from Non-Academic
Institutions at MAPOR, 19//7-2024
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Figure 10
Authorships by Individuals from Non-Academic Institutions per
Year at MAPOR, 2006-2024
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Ranking and Name of Institution
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Table 6.1

Authorships by
Individuals from Non-
Academic Institutions at
MAPOR,

1977-2024

5. Ipsos Public Affairs
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Ranking and Name of Institution

1977-2005* | 2006-2024

28. Apogee Market Strategies

28. Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation
28. Simmons Research

32.5. Market Facts, Inc.

Ta b | e 6, 2 32.5. American Institutes for Research
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1 9 77‘2024 42. Chicago Academy of Sciences
42. HealthPartners Institute

42. ReconMR

42. Research Support Services Inc.

48.5. American Viewpoint Inc.

48.5. CBS News
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48.5. Nebraska Department of Education

48.5. Pacific Institute for Research/Evaluation-Louisville
48.5. Reconnect Research

48.5. Sinai Chicago: Sinai Urban Health Institute
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Ranking and Name 1977-
2005*

1. Lavrakas, Paul J.**
2. Jeffres, Leo W.**
3. Johnson, Thomas J.

Ta ble 7. 1 4. Becker, Lee B.

5. Scheufele, Dietram A.

Authorships at MAPOR e

7. Johnson, Timothy**

by Individual Scholars, P
1 9 77—2024 9.5. Olson, Kristen

9.5. White, H. Allen

11.5. Brossard, Dominique
11.5. Neuendorf, Kimberly**
14. Smyth, Jolene

14. Weaver, David**

14. Shah, Dhavan V.
16. Kosicki, Gerald M.
18. Garbarski, Dana
18. Thomas, Randall K.
18. Atkin, David J.**

* - From Weaver and Tan (2006) 21. West, Brady

** - Meets “Longevity Criterion”-- Author is listed in Top 52 for  EEE Zhang, Weiwu**
the 2006 analyses (Weaver & Tan) and also listed in this paper’s .

Top 51 and also a MAPOR author as of 2023 or 2024. 21. Fan, David P.
Note. Includes papers, posters, panels, Pedagogy Hours, 24. Sterrett, David

Luncheons, Annual Addresses, etc. 24. Traugott, Michael
24. Schaeffer, Nora Cate

46
31
26
24
12

2006- Total
2024
28 74

14
18
17
28
39
30
35
34
10
30
12
29
13

7

5
25
25

3
23
14
12
22
11
22

45
44
41
40
39
38
35
34
34
30
30
29
29
29
26
25
25
25
23
23
23
22
22
22

First Latest
Year Year

pre-2006
pre-2006
pre-2006
pre-2006
pre-2006
2010
pre-2006
2011
2013
pre-2006
2006
pre-2006
2011
pre-2006
pre-2006
pre-2006
2011
2012
pre-2006
2013
pre-2006
pre-2006
2011
pre-2006
2010

2023
2024
2016
2017
2018
2024
2024
2024
2024
2011
2018
2024
2023
2024
2017
2009
2024
2022
2024
2024
2023
2013
2024
2017
2024 T



Ranking and Name 1977- 2006- Total First Latest
2005* 2024 Year Year

0 2006 2018

0 20 20 2010 2023

0 19 19 2006 2018

Table 7.2 4 15 19 pre-2006 2024

. 6 13 19 pre-2006 2023

Authorships at MAPOR 9 5 18 pre-2006 2023

.o 11 7 18  pre-2006 2023

by Individual Scholars, T 5 T

1977-2024 0 17 17 2015 2022

35.Park,Ki | 0 17 17 2016 2024

0 17 17 2006 2023

0 16 16 2016 2024

0 16 16 2006 2017

0 15 15 2006 2020

0 15 15 2009 2024

0 15 15 2016 2024

0 15 15 2008 2022

9 6 15  pre-2006 2012

0 14 14 2006 2018

* - From Weaver and Tan (2006) 0 14 14 2006 2016

** - Meets “Longevity Criterion”-- Author is listed in Top 52 for 10 4 14 pre-2006 2012

the 2006 analyses (Weaver & Tan) and also listed in this paper’s 13 1 14 pre-2006 2019
Top 51 and also a MAPOR author as of 2023 or 2024.

Note. Includes papers, posters, panels, Pedagogy Hours, 13 1 14 pre-2006 2007

Luncheons, Annual Addresses, etc. 13 1 14 pre-2006 2008

— 14 0 14 pre-2006 pre-2006 ===
0 14 14 2012 2024



Figure 11
Geographic Distribution of MAPOR Authors, 2006-2024:
42 U.S. States Represented




Figure 12
Geographic Distribution of MAPOR Authors, 2006-2024:
24 Countries Represented
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